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. ,  THE - .__ . STORY 

The d e a t h  3f , a 28-year  o l d  l a b a r a t b r y  tech- 

n i c i a n  a t  K e r r - M c G e e ' s  p lu ton ium f u e l  f a b r i c a t i n g  f a c i l i t y ,  

h a s  became a r a l l y i n g  p o i n t  for  c r i t i cs  of t h e  n u c l e a r  i n d u s t r y .  

was k i l l e d  i n  a c a r  a c c i d e n t  on N-gyemer 13,1974 
* 

a u t s i d e  Oklahama C i t y  on  h e r  way t a  a meet ing  w i t h  N e w  Y o r k  

T i m e s  r e p a r t e r  David Burnham. T h e  meet ing  was a r r a n g e d  by 

D f f i c i a l s  of t h e  O i l ,  Chemical and Atomic Workers Unian  ta 

r e l a y  i n f a r m a t i o n  

recards a f / c a n d l t i o n s  which t h e y  c la imed a f f e c t e d  t h e  h e a l t h  

OLk.CUmyHJt;.+ 
t h e  a l l e g e d  f a l s i f i c a t i o n  af 

*Wt 
. .  

and s a f e t y  of employees a t  t h e  K e r r - M c G e e  p l a n t .  

was a l e a d e r  aE Loca l  5-283 of t h e  OCAW, which was f i g h t i n g  f a r  

ml-- L-a ,L,,----r3 -- - - - 7 - -  -- i-Sgi-es+i-itakicii ~t tlis p l ~ i - i t .  dllc Jiuu L A i u L y r ; u  uu c u i i j  ua 

September  1974 b e f o r e  AEC o f f i c i a l s  i n  Washington t h a t  t h e  

q u a l i t y  af pl6' tonium f u e l  e l e m e n t s  b e i n g  manufactured a t  Kerr- 

M c G e e ' s  C imarran ,  Oklahoma > .  p l a n t  had endangered t h e  l i v e s  . -  of . . .  

. . :. . - w a r k e r s .  According t o  r e p a r t e d  a c c o u n t s ,  p l a n t  c o n d i t i a n s  had 

become' ari o b s e s s i o n  w i t h  h e r ,  and s h e  used. h e r  p o s i t i o n  i n ' t h e  
. . . . . .  . . . . . . .  .... , ...... . . . . .  . .  , . .  c..; .,.. ..,: :. .... .-..".. :: . . . . .  -.e '.:, .... ._ . . .  . . . .  .. : .. . . .  ..a:-.. . -.. . . . . .  . -  . .  - .  . :. . . . .  . .  . .  . . -  ., 

union  t o  pur sue  t h e s e  c o n c e r n s . 9  An i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was i n i t i a t e d  

by t h e  Regu la to ry  S t a f f  o f  t h e  U.S. Atomic Energy Commission 

(befare it w a s  s p l i t  i n t o  t h e  Nuc lea r  R e g u l a t o r y  Commission and 

t h e  Energy i i e sea rch  and reve lopment  A d m i n i s t r a t i a n )  when p l a n t  

m a n i t o r s  showed h e r  to  be  con tamina ted .  The r e s u l t s  af t h e  

i n v e s t i g a t i m  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  s h e  had i n g e s t e d  less t h a n  half t h e  

maximum p e r m i s s i b l e  b x l y  burden  af plutaniurn (wi c h  r13 d e l e L e r i a u s  

health cf fcc ts )  a b a u t  a veer; p r i a r  t a  h e r  d e a t h  i n  t h e  zar czash. 

PRIVACY ACT MATERIAL REMOVED 100bqbl 
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The s t a t e  Highway P a t r o l  i n v e s t i g a t i E g  Df t h e  c r a s h  which  caused  

h e r  d e a t h  de t e rmined  t h a t  i t  w a s  a c c i d e n t a l ,  b u t  an  OCAW- 

spansDred i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a l l e g e d  t h a t  there  was e v i d e n c e  . t h a t  

h e r  c a r  had been h i t  by a n o t h e r  v e h i c l e  fram t h e  rear and f a r c e d  

aff t h e  r a a d .  These  c a n f l i c k i n g  r ies  have c o n t r i b u t e d  t3 a d 
f e e l i n g  amang many n u c l e a r  a p p m e n t s  t h a t  

d e a t h  was nDt a c c i d e n t a l .  She  is  i n c r e a s i n g l y  c a n s i d e r e d  a 

mar tyr  i n  t h e  g i g h t  a g a i n s t  n u c l e a r  pawer. The d e t a i l s  Df 

h e r  nnion  a c t i v i t i e s ,  h e r  d e a t h ,  and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i a n s  a t  t h e  

K e r r - Y c G e e  p l a n t  4 a r e  i m p a r t a n t  e l emen t s  i n  u n r a v e l l i n g  t h e  
cy rcgc;t 67 cJf-nL.I/).v1d.&l C y J c - 4  

t h r e a d s  Df t h i s  s t a r y .  

. . . .  . .  
. . . .  . . .  

3 .i ' , . .  
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Unj.on A c t  i\.iQes 

, whose c a l l e g e  career ,was an'  

e a r l y  m a r r i a g e ,  began wDrking for  Kerr-McGee i n  t h e  s u m m e r  af 

1972 a s  a l a b a r a t a r y  t e c h n i c i a n  a t  t h e  Cimarran  p l m t .  Her 

a n l y  p r i D r  wark e x p e r i e n c e  had been  i n  h o s p i t a l  l a b a r a t a r i e s .  

She j a i n e d  t h e  l a c a l  O i l ,  Chemical  and A t o m i c  Workers u n i o n  

_ .  

which was s t r u g g l i n g  t o  m a i n t a i n  i t s  modest r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  

t h e  K e r r - X c G e e  p l a n t .  She walked t h e  p i c k e t  l i n e s  d u r i n g  a 

br ief  b u t  i n e f f e c t i v e  s t r ike  a f e w  months a f t e r  s h e  w a s  h i r e d .  

I s s u e s  i n  t h e  s t r i k e  r a n  t h e  gamut of union  c a n c e r n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

wages warking c a n d i t i o n s ,  and be t t e r  t r a i n i n g  p r o c e d u r e s ,  I t  

ended when t h e  u n i a n  c a p i t u a a t e d  to  t h e  campany's o r i g i n a l  
- 

regarded  t h i s  e p i s o d e  as  

+1;1 impa ten t ,  lw-, 

t r a d  i t  i a n a  11y  

. unsympa the t i c  t o  u n i o n i z a t i o n . >  A campaign w a s  underway i n  . ., 

. . . . . . . . . . .  t h e .  f a l l  of . I974  by company. 9ffi:ials (thquqh. t h e y .  r .efl ;sed,  t a .  ...... ;. ., . , ...... .-. ....... ....... .:: ,' ...... '2 ......... *. :- . :. c .... . ? - .  . . .  .. ..................... c ... ..:s...:. I : . a  .... . .  . .  . .  r. . 
acknowledge t h i s  i n t e n t i a n )  to  d e t z e r t i f y  t h e  OCAW a t  C imar ran ,  

and an e l e c t i o n  t o  dekermine  whether  t h e  un ion  would c a n t i n u e  

ta  r e p r e s e n t  workers was s c h e d u l e d  f o r  October 16J l q7+  IR a d d i t i a n ,  

t h e  n n i a n  c a n t r a c t  was a g a i n  up for renewal  Cecember 1.  Union 

. I  demands t h i s  t i m e  i n c l u d e d  bz t te r  s a f e t y  t r a i n i n g  and + + i - c @ + e r w  

i n j u r y  b e n e f i t s .  

c 

. -  

became a c t i v e  i n  t h e  un ion  l e a d e r s h i p  and i n  t h e  

s p r i n g  af 1974 w a s  elected o n e  of t h r e e  g a v e r n i n g  c o m m i t t e e  

PRIVACY ACT MATERIAL REMOVED 
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members of t h e  OCAW l x a l .  I n  'Spptember 1974, s h e  and ' t w o  

a t h e r  u n i m  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  m e t  i n  Washingtan w i t h  t h e  n a t i o n a l  

OCAW, and t h e n  w i t h  o f f i c i a l s  af t h e  AEC t a  r e p a r t  t h e i r  allega-  

t i a n s  a b a u t  K e r r - M c G e e  p l a n t  c D n d i t i o n s .  A f t e r  these m e e t i n g s ,  

r e p j r t e d l y  became i n c r e a s i n g l y  f e a r f u l  t h a t  p l a n t  

c D n d i t i a n s  were u n s a f e  and t h a t  h e r  awn h e a l t h  w a s  i n  d a n g e r .  

T m & p i n g  ta  win t h e  upcom,ing v o t e  o n  i t s  c a n t i n u e d  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  t h e  p l a n t , , f m p n r t e d  Dean AbrahamsDn and Donald 

G e e s a m a n A r o f e s s o r s  from the U n i v e r s i t y  of MinnesDtaw/and avawed 

P-n-7 

a f e w  d a y s  
q e n ? c l e a r  /a& to  t h e  Cimarron  p l a n t  **befare t h e  

t h e  
v D t e  t a  impress  upon t h e  emplayees t h e  d a n g e r s  D f  p l u t a n i u m  

t h e y  hand led  da i ly . , / )  b y  a v o t e  af 80-61, t h e  u n i m  won i t s  &E 

b a t t l e  ta r e p r e s e n t  p l a n t  worke r s .  U E k n  s f f i c i a l s  c r e d i t  t h e  

aA-tJ -?.&Up 4 

. .  

a p p e a r a n c e  of AbrahamsoQ and Geesaman w i t h  swing ing  t h e  v D t e  

i n  favor  af t h e  u n i o n .  t i m e ,  t h e  un ion  r e p r e s e n t e d  50 

sf t h e  150 employees  a s s i g n e d  t a  kk&xHr2: Cimarron .  
. .... *. ... . . .... . . . . ... ., :.. . , ,. - .: . . . . - .  . .  ... . . .  , . ;. ., . . ' . . . . .  ' 5  , . . . , . . . . ' .  ..; . ' . . . .  . . .  ' 
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P l u  t an  i urn I-. a n  tam i n  at. i a n  

T h r e e  w e e k s  a f t e r  t h e  u n i a n  v o t e ,  o n  Navember 5 ,  1974, p l a n t  

m n i t a r s  and a n a l y s i s  showed t o  be c a n t a n i n a t e d  

I w i t h  p l u t a n i u m .  AEC i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  c a u s e  and  

e x t e n t  of c o n t a m i n a t i a n  cave red  t h e  pe r i ad  

fram Navember 8 t o  December 4 .  They began when K e r r - M c G e e  

n a t i f i e d  t h e  Commission a n  NDvember 7 of h e r  c a n t a m i n a t i a n .  

'$1 R o u t i n e  d e c a n t a m i n a t i o n  p r a c e d u r e  c a l l s  for s c r u b b i n g  3 t i m e s  

w i t h  a m i x t u r e  af T i d e  and  Clarox. On 3 s u c c e s s i v e  d a y s  t h a t  

week,  upan l e a B i n g  t h e  p l a n t ,  was found t a  be 

cantarninaked an  h e r  hdnds ,  Srms, f a c e ,  neck ,  h a i r  and ca-Jer= 

a l l s .  She  underwent  s u c c e s s f u l  d e c o n t a m i n a t i a n  on e a c h  a c c a s i a n .  

Ey t nc  t n i ra  c a y , , t n e  i e v e i s  of her c o n t a n i n a c i a n  w e r e  classi- 

f i e d  a s  s i g n i f i c a n t  and w e r e  detected whepx!.!E s h e  e n t e r e d  t h e  

p l a n t .  
c 8. - a  -b 

On November 7 ,  h e r  u r i n e  samples ,  w d h  s h e  was t o l d  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  t3 ca l l ec t ,  c a n t a i n d ,  .what. t h e  AE.C,. c a l l e d , . " h i g h ,  l e v e l s  of  . . . .  . . .  , : , .  . .  , . .  

p l u t a n i u m  a c t i v i t y " .  &t s h o u l d  be .no ted  t h a t  when p l u t a n i u m  
. . . . .  . t  ., __- . .. . . ..... . . . . .  . :; : :.'"#mm ~ .)rl .: a .  - , ;*: .! .; -.: , .-; ..r. :.:.,.-.. . .  

a .  ., 5 

is i n g e s t e d ,  i t  n a r m a l l v  auDears  i n  u r i n e  samples  s h o r t l y  
4 

t h e r e a f t e r ,  Havever, h e a l t h  effects froni t h i s  i n g e s t i a n  a r e  

n e g l i g i b l e ,  s i n c e  i t  p a s s e s  th rough  t h e  sys t em r a p i d l y . )  
2 

A check  d f  a p a r t m e n t  by AEC a f f i c i a l s  o n  Nobember 

7 r e v e a l e d  h o t  s p o t s  af  p l u t o n i u m  c o n t a m i n a t i a n  in t h e .  b a t h r x m  
- 

and k i t c h e n .  S h e  c l a imed  t h a t  s h e  had c a r r i e d  a package  af 

- 
0 
0 
0- 
9 
J 
c 

b a l a g n a  i n t a  t h e  ba th rmrn  a f t e r  she had s p i l l e d  same 3f a 

u r i n e  sample ,  and r ecu rned  t h e  package  ta t h e  k i t c h e n ,  t h u s  
c- 

a c c a u n t i n g  for t h e  con tamina ted  f o o d .  The AEC r e p D r t  a f f e r e d  



. _,_- ..\ , .. . .. . . , . e  _.-. .-. . . . . ..I . . ... .- .-pa_ .. 
. .  . .  . . . .  
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' A t  t h e  same t i m e  roommate , , anather 

Kerr-McGee emplayee ,  was found to  hA contaminatkdl, ? O & ~ ~ M J ~ W U (  
4 , p d  N ~ ~ L . + U A - + '  

I :, A 
On November 10 ,  , h e r  roommate and a male f r i e n d  

wha had s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  a t  t h e  a p a r t m e n t ,  w e r e  flawn t a  Las 

Alamas S c i e n t i f i c  L a b a r a t o r y  for  2 d a y s  of e x a m i n a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  

lung  and who le  body c o u n t s ,  The wamen r e t u r n e d  to  wark November 13  

b u t  were restricted fram f u r t h e r  r a d i a t i o n  work by K e r r - M c G e e .  

By t h i s  t i m e ,  w a s  repcJr ted ly  d i s t r a u g h t  and feared 

t h a t  s h e  wauld d i e  from p l u t o n i u m  c o n t a m i n a t i o n .  Dactars a t  

Los Alamas a s s u r e d  h e r  t h a t  s h e  was n o t  i n  

t a  i n v e s t i g a t e  h a w  s h e  r e c e i v e d  h e r  c o n t a m i n a t i a n  doses.  
/ 

The AEC i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conc luded  t h a t  h e r  c a n t a m i n a t i o n  p r a b a b l y  

d i d  n o t  r e s u l t  f r o m  an a c c i d e n t  3r i n c i d e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  @ l a n t ,  

s i n c e  a s t u d y  o f  r a d i o l D g i c a 1  p l a n t  c o n d i t i o n s  d i d  n a t  t u r n  up  

any i n s t a n c e s  which  c o u l d  have  been r e s p o n s i b l e .  The r e p a r t  

a - l sa  c a n c l u d e d  ' t h a t  had i n g e s t e d  ( b u t  n o t  i n h a l e d )  . 
. . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . - 

. .. 
. . . . . : - - ' v . i . ~ -  ' ' . .1ess,..~h.an.. ' jne..half . the: roax.imum' pesm$ssibik+.body .burd~n- '3~ ' .pZutan, iuin; : . ;  . 

The maximum p e r m i s s i b l e  bady burden ,  c s  d e f i n e d  by t h e  A E C ,  is 

t h e  c u m u l a t i v e  anour& which c a n n o t  be exceeded w i t h o u t  r i s k .  The  

r e p a r t  a l s o  found n3 m 3 r e  t h a n  0.0003 grams of p l u t o n i u m  i n  t h e  

. 

c o n t a m i n a t i a n  of - -  , h e r  roammate, and t he i r  a p a r t m e n t .  

T h i s  is  less t h a n  1/100,000 (0.009,l) G f  an  ounce  of p l u t o n i u m ,  

and is n o t  mx v i s i b l e  t a  t h e  naked e y e .  Specj-a1 r e s p i r a t o r y  

equipment  is  n o t  needed c n d e r  these c o n d i t i a n s  and a d v e r s e  h e a l t h  

5 



7 

! 

The .9EC i n v e s t i g ' a t i a n  a l s a  conc luded  t h a t  the  p l u t o n i u m  was 

added #5 same af u r i n e  samples  f a l l o w i n g  ex- 

c r e t i a n .  T h i s  c o n c l u s i o n  was r eached  because  t h e  level  of . J 

c a n t a m i n a t i n n  i n  h e r  u r i n e  s a p l e s  on  NDvember 5-7 w a s  incon-  

s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  a m u n t s  detected i n  who le  body counu-d* 

d a t  L o s  A l a m a s  and a f t e r  h e r  d e a t h ,  and w i t h  r e c D r d s  
w& 
af a i r  s amples  f r a m  the p l a n t  t a k e n  d u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e  p e r i a d .  

Although t h i s  c o n c l u s j . o n . p o s e s  s e r i a u s  i m p l i c a t i a n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

f r a u d u l e n t  a c t b n ,  t h e  AEC r e p o r t  d i d  n o t  p u r s u e  t h i s  l i n e  of 

i n q u i r y .  PRwACY ACT MAERIAL REMOED 

The OCAW, c i t i n g  2 imprope r ly  l a b e l e d  u r i n e  samples  (for which 

K e r r - M c G e e  w a s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  c i t k d  f o r  a v i a l a t i o n  of AEC regu-  

l a t i a n s )  cha rged  t h a t  t h e  samples  had been  i n t e n t i a n a t l y  con- 

Laminated ThP 

u n i a n  a l s a  conc luded  t h a t  there  w a s  a p a s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  someane 

w a s  d e l i b e r a t e l y  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  p o i s a n  - , s i n c e  t h e  

) 
::su,,:eGI,+ ~~~~~* ~ - L - , - - L  C l l V U y l A  2 L r  c 2 U - L - Y  : A ( - - t  n-mo L I U - . . -  ---.l D n x r r s n a  ---- - 

-r 

A E C , i n v e S t i g a t i o n  had d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of h igh  r a d i a t i o n  
' . J , .. .. . i. . _  .. . '. '.... , 7 ... : * . . . . . .  .. , ,  . .  ;.. ' . .  ...; ' . .  ._ , ' .  . e .  

~ c a u n t s  (frarn u n i d e n t i f i e d  s a u r c e s )  i n  same D f  b$!e foad i n  h e r  . -  . f 

. .  
. . a .  . . . 4 .  3 . .  ,'.:,'';. : ....,. ' . . . J : :  - .  !?i;..::,. . ..r...:!:C.<.....:. . .  . .. &! .,.. *. *.. .., : : i . - .* * .; ** :../. .:- .: :., :,:;:, :.. !, . ;. *.>* ... : -1 . , : : . .. . . :.. :. ' .,..<. , ' a:.:'<. 4 ..:* ... . .. - 

r e f r i g e r a & r .  Hawever, t h i s  i n t e k p t e t a t l o n  n e g l e s h  

own e x p l a n a t i o n  for  t h e  f aod  c a n t a m i n a t i a n .  

a p a r t m e n t  w a s  dkcon tamina ted ,  and  s h e  s p e n t  much 

of t h e  t i m e  before h e r  a c c i d e n t  w i t h  AEC i n v e s t i g a t o r s  at LOS 

Alamas and w i t h  Oklahama s t a t e  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  

t r y i n g  t a  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  c a u s e s  of h e r  c o n t a m i n a t i o n .  On t h e  d a y  

af her d e a t h  (Navcmber 1 3 )  shs was i n b t > j  :-,-: .L.I .:~~;::ract n z g s t i a -  

t i o n s ,  mee t ing  w i t h  t h e  u n i a r i ' s  1 iegot ia t i r .g  z c m i i t t c z  !xf;=,-c 

l e a v i n g  for  the i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  N e w  York T i m e s  r e p a r t e r  David Burnhan.  

I C i O b 9 1 3  - 



. T h e  Car Accident '  PRIVACY ACT MATERIAL REMOVED 

c a r ,  a 1973 Honda C i v i c  &dan,  went  off t h e  l e f t  

s i d e  of t h e  road  a n  a d a r k  windy n i g h t  a b a u t  7 : 3 0  pinr. a f e w  

miles s a u t h  2 of Cres ,ent ,  Oklahoma, o n  November 13314/5?t t r a v e l e d  

dawn t h e  s h o u l d e e ,  a v e r  a c o n c r e t e  w a l l  f l a r i n g  f r a m  t h e  n a r t h e r n  

C 

edge  o f  a c u l v e r t  r u n n i n g  b e n e a t h  t h e  r o a d ,  and slammed head-on 

i n t a  t h e  s m t h e r n  w a l l .  She  a p p a r e n t l y  d i e d  i n s t a n t l y .  The 

Oklahama S t a t e  Highway P a t r a l  was n a t i f i e d  a t  8 : 0 5  p.m.by a 

p a s s i n g  t r u c k  d r i v e r .  

She  w a s  e n  r a u t e  t a  a matel  t a  m e e t  w i t h  S t e v e  Wodka af t h e  OCAW 

Washingtan staff, and David Burnharn, N e w  York Times r e p a r t e r ,  
t 

t a  d i s c u s s  t h e  u n i o n ' s  a l l e g a t i a n s  c o n c e r n i n g  s a f e t y  c o n d i t i o n s  

a t  Kerr-McGee's p l u t o n i u m  f a b r i c a t i n g  p l a n t .  s n e  had r e p o r c e d i y  

t a l d  a fe l low-worker  p r i o r  t o  d e p a r k i n g  f a r  the meet ing  t h a t  

s h e  was t a k i n g  w i t h  h e r  same m a t e r i a l s  which s h e  c l a i m e d  wsuld 

, . I .  . ,. . prave . b a t h  t h a t  h e a l t h  and s a f e t y  c a n d i , t i o n s  a t . t h e  p l a n t  yere . ... _.. .. .. 

' . .  
. i n a d e q u a t e ,  and t h a t  f a l s i e i c a t i o n  af  p l a n t  .da t .a  was o c c u r r i n g /  . .  

She was known by u n i a n  mefnbers t a  have b e e n  k e e p i n g  c o p i i u s  

r e c o r d s  and n a t e s  a n  p l a n t  c o n d i t i o n s  s i n c e  t h e  summer af 1974. 

... . . .. . L ,.' *.-' 
.i; .. -.,. ><,* ..'.*,-'.'.:.:' a*.-'. -2 ?.'. . .*e: . I ; 2. ;..;' :! .... :; ,.<. :i: ... ' - Y - . * - .  .... . . . . . . , 

.-(i*.':,,,.~~..; * I,..; ... ,; ..;. ..,... " .. . ?. 
. 5  . .:: * .. . . .  . 

The Oklahama S t a t e  Highway P a t r a l  c a l l e d  t h e  c r a s h  a D i c l a s s i c "  

example af a d r i v e r  a s l e e p  a t  t h e  wheel .  Accord ing  to  t h e i r  

r e p a r t ,  t h e  c a r  l e f t  2 sets af r o l l i n g  t n a c k s  w i t h  no e v i d e n c e  

3f a t t e m p t e d  b r a k i n g  a r  c o n t r o l l i n g  of t h e  c a r .  A d e n t  and 

s c r a t c h e s  a n  t h e  r e a r  bumper r e s u l t e d ,  t h e y  r e p a r t e d ,  when t h e  

c a r  s t r u c k  t h e  'cancrcte abutment  w h i l e  b e i n g  r e m v e d  by a w r e c k e r .  
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Their- f i n d i n g  t h a t  s h e  was a s l e e p  is b u t t r e s s e d  by an a u t a p s y  

r e p 3 r t  s h m i n g  .35 mixigrams o f  the, d r u g  methaqualone  (which  

h e r  d a c t a r  had p r e s c r i b e d  a s  a s e d a t i v e )  i n  h e r  l i v e r ,  b l o j d  

and starnach. The d r u g  had been  i n g e s t e d  w i t h i n  an hour  of h e r  

d e a t h .  T h i s  d r u g  is knawn t o  i m p a i r  p h y s i c a l  and m e n t a l  r e a c -  

t i a n s ,  and c a n  c a u s e  s l e e p .  w a s  knawn to  have  t a k e n  

t h e  d r u g  a s  a t r a n q u i l i z e r  w i t h  some f r e q u e n c y  p r i o r  to  h e r  

d e a t h .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a v i a l  of Q u a a l u d e s ,  t h e  baand name fo r  t h e  

g e n e r i c  drug\, w a s  faund i n  h e r  c o a t  p a c k e t  when s h e  d i e d .  

f a r  back t h e  p r e s c r i p t i a n  h i s t o r y  g o e s  is i m p o s s i b l e  t a  gauge  

i n  t h e  absence  af c o n f i d e n t i a l  med ica l  r e c o r d s .  

fi'y+ipd LC A b d - o r " r  
H o w  

The OCAW, conv inced  t h a t  h e r  d e a t h  was n o t  an a c c i d e n t ,  h i r e d  

A . O .  P i p k i n g ,  a p r i v a t e  d e t e c t i v e  w i t h  exteasive e x p e r i e n c e  i n  

c o n t e n d s  t h a t  t h e  car went  o f f  t h e  road  a u t  a f  c o n t r a 1 ,  l e a v i n g  

3 t r a c k s  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  a l i g n m e n t  of t h e  r i g h t  r e a r  wheel  w i t h  

t h e  l e f t  f r a n t  whee l .  Accord ing  t 3  h i s  f i n d i n g s ,  t h e  car h u r t l e d  

o v e r  t h e  n o r t h e r n  w a l l .  and sk idded  i n t o  t h e  s a t i t h e r n  w a l l .  
.. . . . .  .:. . , .  ' 

' . .  
* .. .: . e -  

. .  . .  . .. .. . . .... . - *, 
. ..  .... .. ....,. *:.. a , . : . .  

. , .. . .  
. . . . . . .,. . . ..-:. . .. .. :. .. ., . ', . . ..., . ... . . . . - .  '+* re 'par ' t ' 'c6ncluded ' t h i i t  . t h e  d e n t  a n d ' s c r a t 2 h e s  on' t h e  " r e a r  . .  , ;  *. :. 

f e n d e r  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  car had been  s t r u c k  by a n o t h e r  v e h i c l e . 4  

H e  s a i d  t h e  d e n t  w a s  n o t  caused  by impact  w i t h  a c a n c r e t e  o b j e c t ,  

s i n c e  m i c r a s c a p i c  e x a m i n a t i o n s  r e v e a l e d  n 3  c o n c r e t e  f r a g m e n t s  i n  

t h e  d e n t .  I n  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  J u s t i c e  Depar tment ,  Anthany 

M a z z x c h i ,  Yash ing ton  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  OCAW, conveyed t h e  

u n i a n ' s  s u s p i c i a n s  t h a t  d e a t h  was n o t  a c c i d e n t a l ,  

t h e  case.  
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K e r r - M c G e e  p e r s n n n e l  went t o  t h e  s c e n e  o f  t h e  a c c i d e n t  .J' and t a  

t h e  h o s p i t a l  where _ -  - body was t a k e n .  A l thaggh  s h e  

was r e p o r t e d  to have been c a r r y i n g  noteboaks and  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  

for p r e s e n t a t i o n  to  t h e  New Yark T i m e s  r e p a r t e r ,  n o - s u c h  mat- 

e r i a l s  were found n e a r  h e r  bady ,  amang h e r  p e r s o n a l  effects, in 

3r a raund  t h e  c a r .  H e r  paycheck,  hswever ,  was faund a t  t h e  

s c e n e .  Unian D f f i c i a l s  remain canv inced  t h a t  h e r  n a t e s  a r e  

m i s s i n g .  

The  Oklahama Highway P a t r o l  reviewed its a c c i d e n t  r e p o r t  fo l -  

lowing t h e  c o n f l i c t i n g  r e p o r t  by p r i v a t e  i n v e s t i g a t a r  P i p k i n  

and s t o o d  by its c o n c l u s i o n s ,  though they  d i d  n o t  re-examine 

t h e  c a r .  S h a r t l y  a f t e r  Pipkin's i n s p e c t i a n  of t h e  a c c i d e n t  

s i t e ,  t h a t  x.kxtd& s t r e t c h  o f . h i g h w a y  was repaved on  o n e  s ide ,  

making it  difficn&,! t o  d i s c e r n  either the Eonda L i f e  ii-EiCkSeJ' 

or t h e  d i r e c t i o n  i n  which a s l e e p y  d r i v e r  might  d r i f t .  

. .The .FBI e x a m i n a t i o n  t u r n e d .  yp. no r e a s o n s  , t P , , s u s p e c t  foul . .  . , .. . .. : ;. I 

.. . . . '  

.. .* . . . .. . .p lay. , .  . , -8 -... a 1 , t h ~ u g h  .; ..:.. . . i  * . n3 d e t a i l e d  r e p o r t  ?. . of * t h e i r  - ' i n v e s t i g a t i q n  was .. .Y.  **a:< .:.. + # . e .  C -  *. e .le ...+ 2.. . s i  :.: .a. :..* ..-. . ., 
, .  . 

. .  . . *  : . -. :. .:.*a. f -. ;. . :*, , . : , . .-. . .. -7. ... 
r e l e a s e d .  The J u s t i c e  Depar tment .  is ' c u r r e n t i y  b e i n g  sued  b y  

N a t i n n a l  P u b l i c  R a d h  i n  Washington under  t h e  Freedom o f  In- 

f a r m a t i o n  A c t  f o r  t h e  r e l e a s e  of f u r t h e r  FBI i n f o r m a t i o n p  

p e r t a i n i n g  to  t h e  a c c i d e n t .  The FBI r o u t i n e l y  d o e s  n o t  r e l e a s e  

t h e  detai@ a5 i ts  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t o  t h e  p i l b l i c .  I 



I 

i . A l l e q a t i o n s  and 1 n v e s t i c . i t i o n s  
; 

' 1  

I n  1970 t h e  Kerr-McGee f a c i l i t y  s t a r t e d  p roduc ing  p lu tonium.  

f u e l  p i n s  for  u s e  i n  t h e  gavernment b r e e d e r  reactar. r e s e a r c h  

program. 

c o n t a m i n a t i a n  of a b m t  7 5  employees were r e p o r t e d  to t h e  A E C K  

S i n c e  t h a t  t i r e ,  17  s a f e t y  i n c i d e n t s  i n v o l v i n s  t h e  
,- 

and i ts  s u c c e s s 3 r .  t h e  K u c l e a r  Regu la to ry  CommissiDn. AEC 

recsrds i n d i c a t e  t h a t  K e r r - M c G e e  had prablems w i t h  r a d i a t i a n  

i n c i d e n t s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  but had s i n c e  made " s i g n i f i c a n t  improve- 

ment"  i n  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h t l s e  i n c i d e n t s .  

I n  December 1974,  t w 3  new cases  were r e p o r t e d ,  i n v o l v i n g  f i v e  

emplayees ,  &$ t h e  compc3ny shut,,the p l a n t  tQsrap for 2 weeks 
dorm 

pending an  i n v e s t i g a t i a 3 .  The  company s u s p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  

a d m i n i s t e r e d  to  emplayc-2s by Kerr-McGee t3 d e t e r m i n e  whe the r  

anyone had any knowledc,.e of t h e  s a u r c e s  of t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s . :  
..' 

I.; . ..! .. The.  r . e s u l t s  of t h e s e ,  t~..sts were n o t  r e l e a s e d .  The OCAW, which ....... 
. . . . . . . . . .  ..... .. ...; . .  . .  ......... . .  . . .  

.g raphy e x a m i n a t i a n s ,  w t l r e  c o e r c i v i l y  i n t e r r o g a t e d  a b o u t  t h e i r  

u n i m  membership, c o n t 2 c t s  w i t h  u n i a n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  and 

Dther  u n i m  a c t i v i t i e s . .  

wha accompanied ~ - ~- to WashingAln September 1974 ta 

They a l s o  chargdd t h a t  t h e  2 empl3yees 
+I? 

r e p o r t  o n  alleged  safe-,^ v i o l a t i a n s  to  t h e  AEC were t r a n s f e r r e d  

ta u n d e s i r a b l e  jobs,  c r d i s c h a r g e d  w i t h  i n s u f f i c i e n t  c a u s e .  



PRIVACY ACT MATERIAL REMOVED 12 

Union spokesmen . r e g a r d e d  t h i s  b e h a v i a r  a s  r e t a l i a t i o n  a g a i n s t  

employees f a r  u n i o n  a c t i v i t i e s .  Kerr-McGee s a i d  t h e  tests were 

v o l u n t a r y ,  and were n e c e s a a r y  to  i n v e s t i g a t e  same r e c e n t  i n -  

c i d e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  l'minar employee c o n t a m i n a t i o n ,  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  

af a b o u t  20 e n r i c h e d  uranium p e l l e t s  s c a t t e r e d  o n  p l a n t  g r o u n d s ,  

and anmymaus phone c a l l s  to Oklahoma C i t y  news media r e p o r t i n g  

e x a g g e r a t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b a u t  t h e  i n c i d e n t s " .  Kerr-McGce a l s a  

j u s t i f i e d  t h e  u s e  of t h e  . t es t s  because  " t h e  company 5 h a s  a n  

o b l i g a t i o n  to make s u r e  t h e  f a c i l i t y  is o p e r a t e d  s a f e t y . "  

The d i s c h a r g e d  employee w a s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e i n s t a t e d  by a n  - [ f l q % d  

&f,&& dy LW'X c l d  x d \ a 7 . ~ 4 4 f & 4  j 4 W . q  %& c d c r  &f$Qe+ 
a r b i t r 8 t o r A m  a a  f P--* 

T r  1 , , I  Harrassment  c h a r g e s  are s t i l l  unde r  i n v e s t  
g a t  i o n  .Al 
3 (CC 

qL-+-L C r  

d C h ~ .  Q. 

. .  
. - 4  

A s e p a r a t e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was conducted  by t h e  AEC i n  November 

made by 

r a d i o l o g i c a l  working  c o n d i t i o n s  a t  t h e  Cimarron p l a n t .  The 

~- and o t h e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of OCAW r e g a r d i n g  
) 

. . . . . .  . . .  . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  I * . .  ., . ~ . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  : ............... . .  , . .  . . .  . :. u n i a n  cha rged  t h a t  K e r r - M c G e e  had f a i l e d  t a :  

1 .  e d u c a t e  and t r a i n  warkers;  
. . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  . . . . .  i:: . . . .  i. ., .,:.et ........... . .  .:':.:. . .  :: ...... 2.' .'i ..... 1 .*..: a .  * . - - .- .\.. ... 1 .< .,... ,*- . 

. .  2 .  keep' e x p o s u r e s  a s  l&"as paaCtYcabl6;  . 

3 .  take p r o p e r  h y g i e n e  p r e c a u k i o n s ;  and 

4 .  a d e q u a t e l y  m a n i t a r  w D r k e r  e x p a s u r e .  

The un ion  cited 39 s e p a r a t e  i n s t a n c e s  when t h e s e  s i t u a t i o n s  

were a l l e g e d  t o  have  a c c u r r e d .  Twenty were f u l l y  or p a r t i a l l y  

s u b s t a n t i a t e d ,  b u t  m D s t  o f  t h e s e  invo lved  work'ing c o n d i t i a n s  

. .  
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' 1  

i n  n a t u r a , *  .were i d e n t i f i e d .  They conce rned :  

1. f a i l u r e  t a  n a t i f y  t h e  AEC when t h e  f a c i l i t y  w a s  s h u t  

dawn fo r  d e c m t a m i n a t i n n  and recovery of ma te r i a l s .  

f a l l o w i n g  an o p e r a t i n g  error ;  

2 .  e x c e e d i n g  on 2 o c c a s i m s  t h e  s a f e  a p e r a t i n g  l i m i t  of a 

g l o v e  box sys t em;  and 

3 .  u s i n g  gram q u a n t i t i e s  of p lu ton ium m e t a l ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  

oxide ar compound f o r m  i n  l a b a r a t o r y  s t a n d a r d s  programs 

A f o u r t h  v i o l a t i a n ,  c i t ed  i n  a s e p a r a t e  AEC r e p o r t  on 

c a n t a n i n a t i a n ,  was a l sa  i d e n t i f i e d ;  namely,  f a i l u r e  to 

c a r r e c t l y  i d e n t i f y  " t w o  h i g h l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  u r i n e  sarrples '' 

c3l lected between October 15 and October 31 ,  1974,  and p r m i d e d  

by - . The AEC repar t  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  " i d e n t i t y  of 

. . .  t h e s e  2 s amples  w a s  l o s t  s u c h  t h a t  the a n a i y k i c a l  r C S u i k 5  

c a n n o t  he a s s i g n e d  w i t h  c e r t a i n t y  to t h e  p r o p e r  sample" .  
'.. 

A l l  f o u r  v i a l a t i o n s  were c l a s s i f i e d  a s  " c a t e g o r y  3 " ,  or very 

mhar by commissian o f f i c i a l s .  

w a s  s e n t  to Kerr-McGee, na c i n i l  p e n a l t i e s  were assessed.  A 

n s t i c e  af v i o l a t i o n  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h e  r e c i p i e n t  t a k e  corrective 

a c t i o n 2  and i n f o r m  t h e  commission o f  i ts  a c t i o n ,  a t  which  t i m e  

t h e  commission r e - i n s p e c t s  t h e  f a c i l i t y  i n  q u e s t i m .  

Al thouhh  a n o t i c e  af v i o l a t i o n  

/ 

The u n i a n  cha rged  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a h i g h  t u r n o v e r  of p e r s o n n e l  
a t t r i b u t e d  

and i n a d e q u a t e  t r a i n i n g  of warkers, b o t h  of which  i t  zxxZRk- 

to Ke~.-r-?lcGee's i n t e n t i o n a l  a c c e l e r a t i o n  O K  pidiiic p z o d u c t i v i t y  

t o  meet p r a d u c t i o n  d e a d l i n e s .  However, nane  of t h e  a l l e g a t i a n s  

I 0 . 0 b 9 7 9  
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' 1  

r e g a r d i n g  improper  employee e d u c a t i o n  and t r a i n i n g  was sub-  

- 
s t a n t i a t e d  by t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  The a c c u s a t i o n s  c a n c e r n i n g  

h y g i e n e  problems c e n t e r e d  on  c h a r g e s  of i n a d e q u a t e  shDwer 

f a c i l i t i e s  and s u p p l y  af  undergarments :  t h e y  were g e n e r a l l y  

u n s u b s t a n t i a t e d .  I n  t h e  c a t e g o r y  af i n a d e q u a t e  m a n i t o r i n g ,  

t h e  oihly s u b s t a n t i a t e d  c h a r g e s  i n v o l v e d  d e l a y s  i n  c o u n t i n g  

a i r  samples  , t h e  af h a r s h  d e c a n t a m i n a t i n g  d h e m i c a l s  d u e  

t a  same i n c m p l e t e  t r a i n i n g  of h e a l t h  p h y s i c s  p e r s a n n e l ,  and 

i n a d e q u a t e  r e p a i r  p r o c 6 d u r e s  d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t  s h i f t s .  Cha rges  

f aund  t o  be u n s u b s t a n t i a t e d  i n c l u d e d  l ack  of a t t e n t i a n  t o  wark 

h a z a r d s  and r a d i a t i . a n  h a z a r d s  , seve ra l  c h a r g e s  af i n a t t e q t i a n  to 

d e t a i l  .an r e s p i r a t a r  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  and severa l  h a a a r d o u s  p ra -  

t ices a t t r i b u t e d  to s u p e r v i s j r y  d i r e c t i a n .  

b 

The m o s t  s e r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n s  made by t h e  un ion  were i n  t h e  

c a t e g o r y  of "as  l a w  as  E? p r a c t i c a b l e "  e x p a s u r e s .  I n  t h i s  

c a t e g o r y ,  AEC i n v e s t i g a t a r s  faund t h a t  c h a r g e s  3f i n a d e q u a t e  

r ep lacemen t  and. c l e a n i n g  of r e s p i r a t a r s .  ( u s e d  ..when p l u t o n i u m  

I 

. .  .. .. . . .  ? .  . . . .  .... , . is p.res.ent. ,,in t h e  aFmmaspQeF.e>, .. , . . s e v e r a l  . - 9 . .  . .. **..*.\;-.* : .cases . * .af . ,. . improper  . .  . . a:. . .  .. ;-.. L . ... , .. * .:e * : * . . 5 
.,c,:'* ' 1 : 8 .  . ..- -7 *... '.,..:,,. .":':..s., . ..:. . 

s u r v e y i n g  p r a c t i c e x  and managmnent of c lean-up  equ ipmen t ,  care- 

less h a n d l i n g  af waste  and s a m p l e s ,  and i n c o r r e c t  x~& s t o r a g e  

of p l u t a n i u m  s a m p l e s  were s u b s t a n t i a t e d ,  b u t  d i d  not r e p r e s e n t  

v i o l a t i o a s  of AEC r e g u l a t i o n s ,  n o r  d i d  t h e y  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  

t h e  h e a l t h  af p l a n t  employees .  

The OCAW a t  t h e  Cimarron  p l a n t  a l s a  cha rged  t h a t  K e r r - M c G e e  

f a l s i f i e d  same q u a l i t y  a s s u r a n c e  documen ta t i an  a n  f u e l  r a d  

f a b r i c a . t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  improe r  u s e  of qcial . i ty c a n t r o l  s ample  Y 
9 
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a n a l y t i c a l  d a t a ,  i r r e g u l a r i t y  i n  p e l l e t  i n s p e c t i m s ,  and 

f a l s i f i c a t i D n  of computer i n p u t  d a t a .  I t  was s p e c i f i c a l l y  

charged  kkx t h a t  p h o t a g r a p h i c  n e g a t i v e s  had been touched up 

With a b l a c k  f e l t - t i p  pen t o  o b s c u r e  weld defects.  

I n  December 1974,  t h e  Energy Research  and Development Admin- 

i s t r a t i o n  conducted  a f a c t - f i n d i g g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of q u a l i t y  

c o n t r o l  c o n d i t i a n s  a t  Cimarran  i n  r e s p a n s e  t o  these a l l e g a t i o n s .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  because  of t h e  n a t u r e  of these a l l e g a t i a n s ,  and t h e i r  

i m p l i c a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  f u e l  f a b r i c a t i o n  q u a l i t y  ThDmas Nemzek 
4-L 
(,Director af A E C ' s  - now Erda ' s  - D i v i s i a n  o f  R e a c t o r  XGsearch 

and Development) appo in ted  a r ev iew team.  I ts  m i s s i o n  was ta  

c3nduct  a comprehensive r ev iew of q u a l i z y  c o n t r o l  p r a c t i c e s  

a t  t h e  p l a t .  A m&$r o5jecGive  of t h e  s t u d y  was t o  d e t e r m i n e  

whether  t h e  f u e l  p i n s  t h u s  f a r  manufac tared  a t  t h e  f a c i l i t y  

f3r u s e  i n  t h e  F a s t  F lux  Text F a c i l i t y  k (FFTF)  m e t  t h e  q u a l i t y  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  government c o n t r a c t ,  and t o  

d e t e r m i n e  t h e  adequacy of t h e  q u a l i t y  a s s u r a n c e  p r m i s i o n  
. . .  . .  

.. . . . .  . * . .  - 
* . .  . - . fjr&a.ms.y .* p r b m k u r e s :  a k d ' . p r a c t i C e s  gave-rAing t h e  ytanuf a&tur;e  . . . . .. . -. 

and a c c e p t a n c e  af t h e s e  p i n s .  q T h e  r e v i s w ,  which i n c l u d e d  a 

r e p 3 r t  o f  f i n d i n g s  from an  i n d e B e n t  e v 2 l u a t i o n  of FFTF f u e l  

p i n s  p r e p a r e d  by B a t t e l l e  P a c i f i c  North--..-est: L a b o r a t a r y ,  d i s -  

closed t h a t  of t h e  f o r t y  n e g a t i v e s  four-5 to  have i n k  mark ings ,  

none of t h e  m a r k m s  was used  t o  a b s c u r s  w e l d  defects.  

K e r r - M c G e e  employee admi t t ed  t a n p e r i n g  ---i th nega t ives ' lw i  t h a u t  

t h e  c o n s e n t  o r  ~c.no.wIcc?gt~ E I ~  managcmer.t 31: s u p e r v i s o r y  persannel" .  

A 
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H e  c l a i m e d ,  hDwever, t h a t  h e  was n o t  d a c t o r i n g  t h e  image an 

t h e  p h o t o g i c r D g r a p h s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  c o r r e c t i n g  minor defects i n  

t h e  ffxk f i l m  i t s e l f ,  which c a u l d  make p h a t o s  of his 

welds  appea r  i m p e r f e c t ,  and r e q u i r e  u n n e c e s s a r y  repl i .cat ian 

af h i s  wark. 

T h e  review also concluded  t h a t  f u e l  p i n s  d i d  meet government  

r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  and t h e  q u a l i t y  a s s u r a n c e  program d i d  meet t h e  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  s p e c i f i e d  i n  K e r r - M c G e e ' s  cmt rac t .  H a w e v e r ,  it 

a l s a  conc luded  t h a t  c o n t r a c t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for  d a c u m e n t a t i a n ,  

d a t a  a n a l y s i s ,  and  i n t e r n a l  a u d i t i n g  pragrams s h . 3 4 1  be. s t r e n g t h e n e d  . 
The t e a m ' s  f i n d i n g s  a l so  conc luded  t h a t  a l l e g a t i o n s  a h u t  

improper  q u a l i t y  a s s u r a n c e  p r a c t i c e s  made by emplayees  w e r e  e i t h e r  

n o t  s u b s t a n t i v e  o r ,  where s u b s t a n t i v e ,  d i d  n o t  have  any  a d v e r s e  

effects  o n  t h e  f u e l  b e i n g  p roduced .  

I 

I n  May 1975,  S e n a t o r  L e e  Metcalf ,  Chairman of t h e  Subcommit tee  

. .. a n . R e p o r t s ,  Accoun t ing  and Management, r e q u e s t e d  a r e p a r t  3n 

a l J  gaveqnment.  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  . .. of t h e  Kerr-McGee Cimarron p l a n t  

s i n c e  c h a r g e s  w e r e  f i r s t  made i n  September  1974. I t  was 

u n d e r t a k e n  by t h e  Genera l  Accounking O f f i c e  (GAO)  and comple t ed  

t . . .. : .. * . .. .: *-, ..:;a .. . .  
0. * .  .. . ... 

0 May 30, 1975. I t  s o u g h t  to d e t e r m i n e : w h e t h e r  v a r i o u s  i n v e s t i g a -  

t i a n s  b y  AEC,  N R C ,  ERDA, NLRB, add FBI ( c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  d e a t h  

Elf - ____ ) ,  v a r i a u s  i n c i d e n t s  of c o n t a m i n a t i o n ,  and 
.. 

a l l e g a t i D n s  by  OCAW of d e f e c t s  

c m t r o l  programs had r e s u l t e d  i n  c o m p l e t e  

i n  h e a l t h ,  

t h e  m a t t e -  7 

.-.. 
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i n f o r m a t i o n  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  t h e  FBI r e g a r d i n g  p a s s i b l e  p l u t a n i u m  

17 

1 

d d i v e r s i o n ,  aid t h e F  whereabou t s  o f .  __.  

p l a n t  cond i t  i a n s v  I L --uqht - -. ' ' ~ h ~ 3 ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ t y  

af c h a r g e s  of h a r r a s s m e n t  of Kerr-llcGee employees  wha o r i g i n a l l y  

complained t o  t e AEC ?f s a f e t y  and q u a l i t y  c o n t r a 1  v i o l a t i a n s  

a t  C imar ran ;  and of c o n f l i c t  of i n t e r e s t  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  

ERDA t a s k  f a r c d  which rev iewed q u a l i t y  a s s u r a n c e  p r o c e d u r e s  

f &4 U d +  

4 
3 

a t  t h e  p l a n t .  

The r e p a r t  conc luded  t h a t  comple t e  p u b l i c  d i s c l o s u r e  of a l l e g a -  

t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  improper  q u a l i t y  a s s u r a n c e  pract ices  at ,Kerr- 

M c G e e  was a c h i e v e d ,  b u t  t h a t  xmp&z&mcy X32 r e g u l a t i o n s  p r e v e n t e d  

d i s c l D s u r e  of t h e  p ~ s s i b l e  d i f f e r e n c e s  betweer! t h e  h a k  i n v e n t a r y  

of n u c l e a r  mater ia ls  and t h e  p h y s i c a l  i n v e a t a r y  a t  t h e  K e r r - H c G e e  

p l a n t .  I t  d i d ,  however ,  succeed  i n  r e q u i r i n c  NRC ta t u r n  over 

t a  t h e  F B I  s e v e r a l  of i t s  i n t e r n a l  mernaranda L-hich had n a t  , 

NRC 

p r e v i m s l y  s u r f a c e d  c a n c e r n i n g  t h e  t i m i n g  a n c  p a s s i b l e  m o t i v a t i o n  

af u n i a n  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and t h e  . i m p r o b a b i l i t y  a5 aajor  p l u t a n i u m  . .- 

. . d i v e r s i o n  a t  .Kerr7McGee. The.  report a l s a  c o c r l u d e d  t h a t  b e c a u s e  

a l l e g a t i a n s  a f  h a r r a s s m e n t  af K e r r - N c G e e  e m p l c y e e s  had been  

r e f e r r e d  to  t h e  FBI,  t h e  NLRB i n v e s t i g a t i a n s  -*-ere d i s c o n t i n u e d  

d u e  t o  p D s s i b l e  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  kh FBI. 

c l o s e d  t h a t  p a s s i b l e  F B I  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  p r e v e z f e d  f u r t h e r  ~ I X S K ~  

G.40 p u r s u i t -  i n t o  t h e  whereabou t s  af - n o t e s .  F i n a l l y ,  

zrd&kks~x t h e  r e p o r t  found no  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t z - 3 .  makeup 3f t h e  

Ei?&% t a s k  force impa i red  i ts  o b j e c t i v i t y .  

. - .  1. .,...*; ,.. ; *  *:.: . .... *:.*.*.:v**..  .' .. '.. . .. .. . .. .. ..* -... , .I 
. .  . . .  

T k - 2  r e p o r t  a l s o  d i s -  

K e r r - X c G e e  r e g i s t e r e d  i t s  a c c e p t a n c e  of t h e  -1.32 i n s p e c t i 3 n  

r e p a r t s  a f  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  and i . - . ian a l l c g a t i a n s  

l 0 0 b 4 8 3  
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pL..&!g+d- 1 

J L f r C e  t o  o b t a i n  r e g a r d i n g  working c o n d i t i a n s .  E f f o r t s  by 1 

f u r t h e r  i n f a r m a t i o n  from K e r r - M c G e e  y i e l d e d  a f i r m  and b l a n k e t  

no comment.  Company spakesmen were u n w i l l i n g  to make any  

s t a t e m e n t s  a n  t h e  m a t t e r  beyond t h e i r  a c c e p t a n c e  of t h e  c m c l u -  

s i a n s  a f  t h e  AEC and IQ ERDA reparts. 

c u r r e n t l y  s h u t  dawn d u e  t a  comple t ion  of e x i s t i n g  c o n t r a c t s ,  

and t h e  absence  of new ordess. Kerr-McGee d e c l i n e d  to  b i d  on a 

second ERDA c o n t r a c t  for  f u e l  p i n s  because  of a p p a r e n t  unaccep- 

The Cimarron p l a n t  is 

t a b i l i t y  af f i x e d - p r i c e  c o n t r a c t  terms, which West inghouse 

was u n w i l l i n g  to a l t e r ,  

Because af t h e  absence  of c o n c l u s i o n s  i n  same of t h e  k e y ' i n v e s t i -  

g a t i o n s  canduc ted  o n  t h i s  c a s e ,  same q u e s t j n s  remain.  

t i a n  c a n t i n u e s  on  hDw 

0 
Specu la -  

was c a n t a m i n a t e d ,  and an  t h e  -- ~ - - -  

c a u s e  af h e r  d e a t h ,  Union o f f i c i a i s  d i s m i s s  t.he t h e o r y  khat 

s h e  con tamina ted  h e r s e l f ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  s h e  had a h i g h  d e g r e e  af 

r e s p e c t  for p lu ton ium,  and t h a t  s h e  was too  g r e a t l y  concerned  for  

h e r  h e a l t h  and t h e  h e a l t h  of o t h e r s  t a  r i s k  s u c h  e x p o s u r e .  

They k c a n t i n u e  to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  s h e  may have been  h a r r a s s e d  
. . . . .  . .  . : ; . -. I 

+.,A%'U, 7't 
a c t i v i t i e s .  A t  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  J u s t i c e  Department z a 4 i n v e s t i g a e q  

t h e  a l l e g a t i a n s  of employee h a r r a s s m e n t ,  and t h e  f a t e  of 

- n a t e s .  S e n a t o r  M e t c a l f ' s  S e n a t e  Subcamittee a n  

R c p a r t s ,  Account ing  and Management is c z s m d . m & q @ d p .  

s t i l l  s t u d y i n g  t h e q i s s u e s  afxtmyZq~~~xbxxxsxr~ mkxarr;nt and 

s t a f f  members r e p a r t  t h a j h e a r i n g s  may be s c h e d u l e d ,  a l t h a u g h  

n 3  d a t e  has been selected. 

m i t e e  i t a f f  is a l s a  a n t i c i p a t e d &  wfl 

u n r e s a l v e d  

A fa l lx . ,* -up  r e p a r t  ky  b h r ?  s~bcam-  

a d o .  I = < L  



. I  

19 

' 1  

#he Freedarn Df I n f a r m a t i a n  s u i t  f i l e d  by N a t i a n a l  P u b l i c  

Radia  a g a i n s t  t h e  J u s t i c e  Department f a r  h m m a k i x r r  r e l e a s e  

af d e t a i l s  af t h e  FBI i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t 3  t h e  d e a t h  af/-/ 

- is st i l l  pending .  

A f D a t n a t e  t a  t h i s  s t a x y  c a n c e r n s  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  af a farmer 

Cimarran p l a n t  s e c u r i t y  g u a r d .  I n  Octaber 1975, t h i s  g u a r d  

was a l l e g e d l y ' c a u g h t  r a b b i n g  a l a a n  campany i n  a nearby  Okla- 

hama tawn, d u r i n g  which a woman clerk was sha t . .  H e  w a s  f m n d  

ta h,ave warked a t  K e r r - M c G e e  under  an  assumed name. H e  is 

a w a i t i n g  t r i a l  a n  c h a r g e s  3f bank r aSbe ry  and a s s a u l t .  OCAW 

a f f i c i a l s  charged t h a t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  inadequacy  

3f s e c u r i t y  p r e c a u t i o n s  a n  t h e  p a r t  3f Kerr-McGee w i t h  r e s p e c t  

t3 t h e  Cimarran p l a n t .  

PRlVACY ACT MATERIAL REMOVED 
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Qqrnmen t Documents 

u - 3 .  A t o m i c  Energy Commissian, D i r e c t a r a t e  a f  R e g u l a t a r y  Oper- 
atL.>ns , RO I n v e s t i g a t i a n  R e p o r t  No. 74-09. "Kerr-McGee Nuc lea r  
C>Z: .vra t ian  Cimarran P l a n t ,  C r e s c e n t ,  Oklahama, L i c e n s e  N a .  
sr;'-.--1174. 
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